Saint Mark Orthodox Church

President’s Report

Nov 13, 2011 Parish Annual Meeting

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Christ is in our midst!

I will keep this short and hopefully sweet.  Looking at the agenda for the annual parish meeting, we have a few items to discuss above the normal agenda items covered at an annual meeting.  From the time I write you this letter until the meeting, I will have attended the OCA All American Council (AAC) in Seattle, Washington and we, the parish, will have held our 2011 annual bazaar.  Therefore, at the annual meeting, I will provide a short update on the AAC and I am sure Michael Hydock will be providing a preliminary report on the 2011 bazaar.

Michael Hydock will be presenting the financials of the parish at the meeting and he will have held the budget meetings in preparing the 2012 annual parish budget.  However, I would like to provide my observations as the parish president and a member of the parish.  From the financial point of view, we are meeting our obligations, we saw the traditional reduction in collections over the summer but we have not fully seen the normal rise in post summer collections.  From the choir loft, the pews do not seem as full as I remember them being prior to the summer.  Of course, this may be part of getting old, so please forgive me if I am wrong.  The two observations are most likely connected and I ask you all as members of the parish to consider the first in your donations to the church, but to focus on the latter.  If there is someone, you know but have not seen in church for a while, reach out to them, make sure they are all right and invite them back.  This is not something the council can do for the parish.  We need every member of the parish to assist us in making everyone to feel welcome in our parish and by doing so we will all grow in the body of Christ.

As the parish president, I have been blessed with many people offering their time and talents to the parish and for that, I am truly thankful.  We do have several council members that will be unable to continue serving on the council for various reasons and so the nominations committee, headed by Peter Sielinski, will be looking for individuals to take their place.  If you are interested in serving the church by being part of the council, please see Peter.

Thank you again for your support.

Your brother in Christ,

Gene H. Jacobsen

